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NM Statewide Desert Bighorn Sheep 

Population Numbers 1980-2010
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Fra Cristobal-Caballo Metapopulation 

Estimates 1996-2010
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San Andres Population 

Estimates 2002-2010
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Bootheel Metapopulation 

Estimates 2000-2010
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Cougar Control Stats

ÅCougars are a game 
animal in NM, <1 
harvested annually in 
dbh range

ÅAn average of 2.8 
cougars/mntn/year 
are killed to protect 
bighorn

ÅCougar sign seen 
every year in dbh 
range

EJ Peiker



Mortality Rates from Cougar 

Predation Only

Pre-Cougar Control: 0.17

Post-Cougar Control: 0.05

*71% decrease in cougar-caused 

mortality*



Pre-Cougar Control: 0.23

Mortality Rates From All Causes of 

Mortality

Post-Cougar Control: 0.11

**52% decrease in mortality**



Red Rock Management



Hunting



Delisting Status

ÅDownlisted in 2008

ÅMet criteria for delisting in 
2009

ÅHunts in additional dbh 
units approved pending 
delisting

ÅHiccups following the law 
for delisting

ÅCurrently working 
towards delisting and 
hunts for 2012-2013 
season



The Little Bighorns that Could

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Flag_of_Mexico.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e2/Flag_of_the_United_States_%28Pantone%29.svg


Components of the USDA 

Importation Protocol

ÅShear bighorn and treated for scabies

Å3 tests required for TB and brucellosis

ÅTrailers wrapped in leakproof materials

ÅBedding and wastes in quarantine facility  

must be incinerated






